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HIA Housing Awards Special

Scaling the heights . ..

From the humble
extension to the ultimate
dream house, the best of
INSW building is under the
spotlight tonight

erched high on a ¢l over-
looking Freshwater Beach, It
Is polsed like a seagull ready
for flight. Only the sandstone
walls al the base of the wenther-
board cottage seem Lo prevent b
from laking off over the waves.

The breathtaking house, reno
valed and extended by Balgowlah
bulider J. Wallsce Constructions, is
a finalist In the 2001 NRMA
Insurance Housing Industry Assoc-
Intion (HIA) Awards and lines up
Ltonight against some of NSW's most
exciting and expensive homes,

The gala occaslon, at Darling Har-
bour, sees builders from all over
NSW competing for the title of the
state’s best

Bul the soughl-alter awards are
not confined to the spectacular.
"I"hey also recognise achlevement on
n smaller scale in categories ranging
Trom renovations under $80.000 to
display homes under 110,000

More than 20 builders have
entercd for the awands. Some
buliders have more than one fhnalis

nid the winmers of the
dny. custom  built
AT \1ln i calegories go on to
contest the ultimate title of Home of
Lhe Year,

Today's special editlon of Homes
fealures a selection of finallsts, al
projects displaying innovation anda
commitment to excellence.

The varfely of entries Is n slgn of
healthy competition withina vibrant
bullding industry, according to NSW

the Freshwater Boach house

particular note this ves
B LI LI G umu lll e
from reglonal bullders.

“Regional bullders can be a bit
more Innovative. This is parly
driven by geography and partly by
local government reg ks,

interior of the house

Creativity on show

HIA director Elizabeth c:wt:h_ 0!

And the fi nallsts are....

Crouch alzo polnted to the con-
Hnuing growth of environmental
awareness and  preference  for
natural materials

“It's almost back to the future for
some bullders as they use tried
and-true materials such as corru-
pated iron,” she says. “Bullders are
used to dealing with more discern-
Ing homebuyers who wanb far
maore than s box.”

While cach category has Its
strengths, the Innovation shown
by bullders working within the
constraints of a small budget Is
particularly exeiting, Croveh says,

“The custom bullt eategories are
always exciling in terms of their
finlshes and scope, but some of the
most creatlve work I8 being done by
bullders at the other end of the
scale,” she says.

The Freshwaler house wasa huge
undertaking for the team of J, Wal-
lace Constructions. Designed by
Valdis Macens Archilects, the pro-
Jeet was carried out In two slages,

First the heritagelisted cotlage
was restored and extended, then a
stunning new structure was added
to the front. The steep termain and
restricted acoess created an oppor-
tunity o reuse excavated sand
stone In bolh Lhe renovation and
the new work.

The renovated coltage now con-
tains Iv«o bunkrooms, a study, a

n the steep clifl, the
twodevel addition contalns anentry
and courtyard, openplan lounge/
dinkng area with breathtaking views
and the kitchen upstalrs and o large
room suile with dressing room
and ensulte downstalrs.

The addition was clad with
weatherboard In keeping with the
original atructure. A spectacular
corrugated metal roof combining
eurves and angles eatehes the eye.

The winners of the HIA-NKBA
Kitchen and Bathroom Awards
will also be announced tonight.

Raports compilod by:
CLARE McDONALD and
CECILY RYAN

Property Developments, Hyams Beach:
Tisdell Homes, Sawlel; AVJennings,
Wentworthwille; Tea Gardens Grange
Lifestyhe Resort, Tea Gardens.
Medium Density Project (2-10
dwellings): Stove Kerr Homes,
Cabarita Beach; Hudey Homes,
Pmm Cools HJIsl’.‘.omln.n ions,

Holdings), B

Eden Brae Homas, Baulkh
Bedevada Homes, BauumHn&
MecDonakd Jonas Homes,
Broadmeadow; Mavac Homes,
Paramatta.

Display Homes Under $170,000:
Clarendon Homes, Baulkham Hills;
Withers Homes, Mullaway, Bellevale
Homes, Baulkham Hiis; Elosha Homes,
Algtonvilly.

Display Homes Undeor $200,000:
Clarendon Homes, Baulkham Hils;

Hibbard Homes, Colts Harbour; Rob
Tate Famiy Homes, Lake Cathie; Nu-
Steel Homes Newcastie, Kotara Fair,

(Austrafand
Winten Property Gp, Misons Pt Wntm
Property Grp, Misons Pt; The Ecipse
(Australand Holdings), Broadway.
Renovations/Additions Project
Under $80,000: PL and ﬂ\.! Tayler,
Invered; Terry Dwyer T/A St Clai
Constructons, StClair Amack
Buikdingg Services, Baukham Hils:
Adam’s Awnings, Riverstone.
Renovations/Additions Project
Under $120,000; EBRA
Constructions, Pendie Hill; MCH
Buiding, Forestvile; EBRA
Constructions, Pencia Hil,
Renovations/Additions Project
Under $180,000: EBRA
Constructions,
Renovations/Additions Project Over
$160,000: Greg Harns Constructions,
Lugarng; J Wallboe Constructons,
Baigowlah; Denris Homes, Castia Hil;
RBV Buidars, Strathfield,
Display Homes Under $110,000:
Mirvac Homes, Parramatta; Beechwood
Homis, Liverpoc; Eaglo Homes,
Liverpoot; Eagles Homes, Liverpool.
Display Homes Under $140,000:

Display homes ovor $200,000 finalist
«+ Tho Bellevuo by Huzley Homes

Display Homes Cver $200,000:
Krsiovic Homes, Wethenll Park; Home
Team, Nothmead, Huxley Homes,
Paramatta; Bartush Homes, Blandand.
Spec Homes Under S160,000: Little
Beach Bulding Company, Bonny Hills;
Jangson Homes, North Pamamantiag
Housing Development Australia,
Corlette; Kingstone Homes, Enna Fair,
Spec Homes Ovor $160,000: Eush
Pawiions, Mulumbimby; Dennis Homes,
CastioHit South Coast Homas, Kiama
Downs; Montgomery Homes, Be |
Norh; Gremmo Homes, E
Doon Homes Newcastie, Thi Junction.
Mast Innovative Use Of Stecl: BAC
Design Construct, Mamickyile; Trovane
Buiding Senvices, Winmalkee; Anthony
Femeira Bulldg Services, East Matiand
Encrgy Efficient Home: Landcom
with Jones Homes, Parramatta;
Wincrest Homes, Paramalta; Wincrest
Homes, Paramatta; Al-Site

CuhmBuIlHomaUndﬂ

Bay; LA & CAMumay, West Tamworth;
Tescioll Homes, Sawtell,
Custom Built Homes Under
$500,000: Stone-Edge Homes,
Witedorce; Golden Edge Homes, Gold
Coast; Brian Hopwood Homes, Colfs
Harbour; Ned J Tumer, Temanora.
CGustom Built Homes Under

Mmmmm
$750,000: CJ Milker Constructions,
Dural; KDE Management and
Construction, Castie Hit; Quality
Country Homes, Mitagong; Pimas Gale
Constructions, Neutral

Paramatin; AVJennings, Wenhworthvlie.
Best Homes South Coast/Country
Region: Cualty Country Homes,
Mittagong; Bastush Homes, Bladand,
Chris Robson Property Devolopments,
Hyais Boach; Andrew Ebot Quaity
Busigers, Bownal
Best Home Northwest/New England
Region: Paud Newton Constructions,
Narrabe; PL & FM Taylor, invoeel
Housing Development: Nangain
Ve weyard Estatn, Bracm.

It

Invesstments; The Titfany at Bonds
Junction, Merton Apartments; The
Warors, Kensingion Place, Mard,
Woochury Park Estates.

W 2001 HIA-NKBA Kitchen and
Bathroom Awards finalists. page 14
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Stuff of
legend

Surf icon Duke Kahanamoku stands sentry to this
superb Freshwater home, writes Guy Allenby.

1 The new wing's living Space
averipoks Freshwaler Beach. On
fre headand opposie is e sialus
of Duke Kahanamoka, Dining
fabe and chairs from

Anibau, 3319 0655

Egyptian limestong loor from

Fred Pazzoli, 9327 1850

2 Suirs from the restored
coltage's coversd varanda lead
donkn B0 e few wing.

3 The upstairs bathroom: Duravil
“Hapoy 0" wall basin (on stand)
from The Bain House, $367 4000,
original clawioat bath by Antique
Batfs, 9536 0108,

“Fickmond s by Accenl
Inkeenational, 9698 7584

4 The ground-Hioor masker
bedroom: Artemice “Tolomeo™
table lamps from Artight NSW,

G680 4761, Gina” sk lables
from Anibou, 8316 (655

Phatos: Gearge Fefting

YOU can't help but wonder what the builders of one
hurmble lirtle 1910 beachside cottage would make of
the lengths 1o which people have gone dec aches later
to protect their handiwork
It was really a shack of two rooms with a veranda
on the front,” says architect Valdis Macens, the man
charged with restoring and extending the house
above Freshwater Beach near Manly. “When this was
developed there was probably eight, nine or 10 of
these buildings on the hillside,” he says. "This is one
of the few remaining around here.”
These days the steep slope overlooking the beach is
populated with sizable contemporary homes
And although the cottage may be "a modest son
of development in lots of ways’, says Marens, the
cost of m]unl(ling has been arything but modest. The
peeciphtous, inaccessible site ardl a heritage listing on
the old shack rmeant it has been 4 very costly project.
“What it meant effectively was that in oreler to keep
the original cottage and make a new building \-furlx, we
liad to rop the height of the rwof fof the new building,
he says. “We had 1o do a lot of excavation work.”
.\»fr'mpmg ot solid sandstone is expensive at the
best of times, and when your block has no direct
* access to the steeet beyond a narrow right of way
 beside the house above, the costs really escalate
Rubble had 10 be removed hy hand. “Samething like
200 1onnes of excavated material was taken out by

barrow down a pathway « couple of hundred metres
lang,” he says, “Thankfully the best of it stayed in the
form of quarried and dressed stone”

And herein lies the most impressive aspect of the
project: both the restored cottage and the new wing sit
an sandstone bases quarried and dressed on the site.

“This is normally 2 fairly prohibitive pursuit cost
wise," says Macens. “But because the access here was
difficult, by the vime we'd taken all the excavated stuff
out and brought masonry back in and bullt with it, it
would probably have cost the same.

“The upshot is we've actually been able 10 vse
material from the ground. And the qualities of
stone are in many ways superior to those of other
masonty products.”

Al they had to do was find someone skilled in the
ancient eraft of stonemasonry. Michael French fitted the
bill. “There aren's many stonemasons these days who
can turn up to a rocky hillside and say 'not a problem’”
says Macens, "Most people are not prepared or skilled in
the art of quarrying and dressing [rom scratch.”

The sandstone base anchors the house to its sie.
“One of the nice things with such a steep site and
using stone a5 the material for the base of the building
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is that you are always brushing past stone walls as you :ffm' the jninery has an oriental accent and is
m

are going through the changes in level,” he says. from Canadian rock maple. The floors are

At the top of the site is the original cottage which limestone and the windows are finished with timber
has been extended 10 accommodate a third bedroom venetian blinds which can be retracted into the

The veranda is enclosed 1o provide a sundrenched  ceiling “so that you can just read the view”, says
living space for these rooms. Down a staircase at Macens. ‘At night they can be brought down so that
one end of the veranda, through the sandstone base anc you are not sitting in black glass walls”
past o small courtyard that divides the old and new,is  During the day you can see striight across the beach
the new two storey wing. On the top floor of the new  to a silhouetted sculpture of a figure on the headland
structure are an open-plan living space and kitchen,  opposite. “That's Duke Kahanamoku,” says Macens
which lead 10 a courtyard at the rear and overlook the On a summer’s day in 1915, the Hawaiian
full sweep of Freshwater Beach and the sea. Kahanamoku, paddled out into the breakers on a newly

Down another set of stairs - beside a built-in cabinet carved timber l:(urd. In so doing, he is credited with
displaying old bottles dug up during construction - is a introducing Australia to the spart of surfboard riding,
tightly planned master bedroom, bathroom and observed - it's nice to think - by the occupants of a
study/guest bedroom on the ground floor. certain little timber shack on the hillside above,

THE AN

To batance tha charm of an
enisling cottage with 2
contemporary design lor
living a1 the bech

HOW LONG DID IT TAKE?
Twio years kox design ana
approval, aighteen manfhs

10 build

WHAT WOULD THE
OWNERS DO
DIFFERENTLY?

Nofing about the design or the
butlding. The legal, planniing
and linancial aspacts were
extremety besting bul, looking
back, there was no way of
handiing them betler or making
fhem less siresshul

FEATURE OWNERS ARE
HAPPIEST WITH

The feeling of sprace ang
Isolation irom everylhing but
thé beach and the ocean. llisa
workd apert. The choion and use

of matérials have enhanced the
huss-Hree, tranguil kesling.

INSIDER TIPS

On any budget, stonework

fs worth considering. The
seasual qualities of Sydney
sandslone are hard to match
with *off-the-shell” malerials

ARCHITECT

Valdis Magens Architects,
G241 5799

BUILDER

J. Wallace Congtructions,
20438122
STONEMASON

Michael & Chris French,
0401 213 6%

HERITAGE CONSULTANT
Jotn Geaham & Associates,
024) 4688

§ The original colage has three
bedrooms (he third's doot is out
of shol) and a covered veranda
Ihit boasts views evety bitas
sermsational as the new struchue
built below it down ihe hill

6 The new slruchure sits on an
npressive sandslione hase
quasried and dressed on the sife
Nota thal the homé's downpipes
and gutters are coppes, designed
1o weather the sall air,

7 The living foom. To the right of
the picture is 2 courtyard
baounded by the sandslong hase
of fhe origmal coliage, A
staitcas 1o the immediate Jet of
1he kitchen leads 1o the master
bedroom and study below, Sofa
and wicker aasy chairs from
Corporate Cullre, 9550 0077



